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escape, and not less than 500 marched off one night from the hospital, most
of whom were dispatched to Cossimbuzar, first receiving money and guides
for that purpose from the Governour himself. In short, as I found it very
prejudicial to your affairs to let them remain any longer at Chincura, parti-
cularly the Governour and Council who began to assemble and act as a body
and by thek correspondence kept up the spirit of Law's and his party and
intimidated the Nabob with reports of Bussy's army being near, I summoned
all the French on parole to repair to camp, and after acquainting them what
unjustifiable practices had been carried on by them, I insisted that the
Governour and Councill should remove to Calcutta, and that the rest should
live at Chandernagore or anywhere to the southward of Chincura, so that
they were immediately under our inspection. The gentlemen of Council
pleaded that they were not prisoners of war by the capitulation and made
some difficulty in surrendering themselves till the Dutch Directore, in com-
pliance with our demand, ordered them to leave his bounds. When they
appeared, they pretended to be ignorant that they had given their parole not
to act directly nor indirectly against His Brittannick Majesty or his allies,
and affected a surprize when I shewed it them, under thek hands. As for
the capitulation which they lay hold of, it is very certain they forfeited all
benefit from it by opening their gates and letting out some officers and above
sixty Europeans and burning and destroying a large quantity of valuable
goods while the capitulation was in treaty, and even after it was agreed on
and signed to by us.
13.    The last advices from Fort St. George were of the 9th March, when
all was quiet in the ,Carnatick.   Two French Europe ships the Due de Berry
and Le Siecle  arrived at Pondicherry the 3rd February bringing about 200
military with ammunition  and warlike stores and a good deal of treasure
which they were in much want of.    They gave out that four Europe ships
had stayed behind at the Islands on account of the sickliness of thek crews,
14.   By  an  English  vessel  which touched  at Bandamalanka  about  the
middle of March, we have an account that Mons. Bussy had taken some
Rajah's fort in that neighbourhood, but that it had cost him 200 Europeans
and many blacks. ^It is said that among the rest Mons. Law was killed.   I
could wish that the chiefs of the northern settlements had taken opportunities
of writing me what passed relating to Mons. Bussy, as I am at a loss what
weight to lay upon the intelligence I receive from other hands.
15.    With  respect to  the  Rajhaam [sic]1  who have  entered Agra,  and
the apprehension of their marching this way begins to be renewed though
the rains, which are soon come on, must prevent thek designs for the present.
16.   Before I  conclude  this  letter  I shall remark that  considering  the
quiet situation of the Coast, and the service already done and still to do in
this province, it is very happy for your affairs that the troops remained here.
I am with the greatest respect,
Honorable,
Your most obedient and most humble servant,
Robert Clive.
Camp near Chandernagore, 16th April 1757,